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Sermon.
¢ They are not in troubte as other men; neither
are they plagued, like other men.”—Psalm leziii. 6.
There is nothing to which men are mor
averse than trouvle and calamity; and ye.
there are very fow so fortunate as to be ex
empt from them. By prudent forethought
some troubles, which we endure, might be
avoided; and others, by sound philosophy-
might be mitigated, but so many are ow
real and artiticial wants; so many are th

. avenues through which pain and affliction

may pass to annoy us, that we scarcely neec
expect to shun disappointment and anguish
while in this habitation of sorrow.

In addition to those afilictions which re
sult from our connection with this world
there are others, which grow more immed;
ately out of our relution 1o the next; thes
Jjar the tenderest stiings of the soul, an
wring the bitterest anguish from the m nd
Conscience, that secret monitor which Gou
has implanted in our breast, suffers not
while it remaing unseared, any real peace te
the violator of God's law:” “['he spirit of .
man will sustain itsinfirmitics; but o woundeu
spirit, who can bear?” '

Now that which most effectually guard:
the mind against this disquieting bane o
human felicity, is what every votary of hap
piness should seck to obtuin; and the friend.
of religion contend, buth from Scripture, ex
perience, and the fitness of things, that the)
only who love God's commandments havi
real peace, and that in keeping of them
there is great reward. But our text seem:
to outrage experience and Scripture; and,
while t"e one says, “I had rather be a door
keeper in the house of my God, than'to dweli
in the tents of wickedness;” and, again, “Oune
day in thy courts, is better than a thou-
sand”; and, while the other says, “The way
of transgressors ix hard,” and “ There is no
peace to the wicked,” our text declares tha
the wicked are not in trouble, as other men ;

© meither are they plagued like other men.

AN

The Pralmist seems 'to cede to the wicked
a sufficient pretext for their iniquity; but, ti-
do justice to his meaning, we must remark
that there are two ways to heal the anguish,
of our naturally distempered souls. The
first is, by learning the nature of ourediseasc,
apd applying to Christ, the Physician of
souls, “Whose deep wounds distil the baln,
which heals oar envenomed wounds.” The
other is, by reristing the offered grace, re
pelling the light, and stapelying the con
science, by the sleep-producing opiate of sin
For this, too, gives relict; but it is u relie:
partial, transitory and deceptive.  Like Joub
it professes friendship, but conccals a day-
ger. 1t is like Samson’s sleep; it softly de
prives us of our locks. It is a sleep obtuined
by opium—u loss of feeling—u presage of
death. Thuy we have noticed, just before u
heavy faull of ruin, the wind hus been unu-
sually still; and historiaus relate that, before
an earthquake, the air is unusually serene.
It is this fulse peace to which the Pralmist
alludes; and, though in a fit of meluncholy
petulance, for want of distinguishing be.
tween this fulso quict and a rationul peace,
he had been well mgh ready to charge God

foolishly; yet afterward, when in the sanc-

tuury, he saw them to be deluded quictists,
who stood on slippery rocks, while ticry bil-
lows rolled below,

Buch, my brothren, is, I fear, the peace and
the condition of many among us. To dix
turb this tranquillity, is the design of the fol-
lowing discourse; u design not only justificd
by Scriptural oxample and ministeriul tidel-
ity, but required even by love t&®your souls
1t is the frienaship of one who rushes for
ward, and breaks in upon your pleasing rev-
eries, when you are approaching u precipice;
or knocks rudely at your door, when he reen
your house in flumes, and ready to destroy
you inits ruins. ‘I'he three principal sources
of self:deception and fulse quict, of which |
shali treat, are, .

1. Infidel presumption.

I, Vain contidengo.

1tL Pructical indittference.

1. Some derive their principal peace und
sceurity from infidel presumption. My breth-
ren, when we read in the Scriptures of’ the
condition of the unregenerate, it i enough
to freeze the warm blood, and to strike the
soul with horror, to see them amused with
tr fles, and sleeping, quite devoid of all con-
cern. Yet these very men aro under ren-
tence of condemnation, and waiting only the
hour of exceution, tor “the wrath of God i~
revealed from beaven, against all ungodhi-
ness and unrighteou=ness of men.””  “Upon
the wicked God rhall rain down fire and

. brimstone, and a horrvible tempest; this shall

be the portion ot their crop”  “lle that be-
lieveth not, is condemned already.”  Why.
then, are they not wlarmed?  Why, then,
this apathy? It is becauso they do not be
Lieve. Did they belicve thut “God is angry
with the wicked every day,” and that all the
heavy denunciations of his Word will shortly
bo accomplished, in the strong language of
Scripture *the joints ot their loins would be
loosened, and their knees would smite aguins
euch other.” It they had the fuith of Noah
it would move them with fear, and lead them
to prepare an ark for the saving of’ them
selves. Hud they the tuith of devils, © they
would tremble; but they havo not even this,
and, becausy sentenco ariost an evil work
8 not executed specdily, theretore, the heart
of the sons of men is tully set in them o do
evil.”  And, though a hundred of their
fricnds are hurried into eternity before their
oyen, these human brutes grazo on, and ¢
gard not the Word of the Lord, noe the
operations ol his hauds.

But, after all, what is this case which lows
from intidel pergnasion?  Fuste 1t is ol
tained wuth difticuliy, for betore a man can
find peaco in this way he has to dispro.e the
Screrptures; ho has o reason down cvery
speeies of evidence; he has to explain how
weak men could deliver the sublimest wis.
dom, or wicked men be the most ardent loy
ers of virtue; we mu~t belicye chat, those who
took nothing on teast, and were never con-
victed of falsehood, were deecived in what
they contidently attirme d; he bas to persuade
himselt that hae is wiser than the wisost ot
mankind; and, notwithstanding all o< van-
ity, he will tind thix a dallicwln task.

But, sccondly, it iy partiad, and lable to
internuption. There in an internal witnes
called cous-ience, which, it'it can not Lovern,
will, never hieless, cennire and vex hing; and,
it torw moment he bravey its chiding, he is
sl xabject to bondaes, thronsh  fear ol
drath, An alarming scrmon, w swiden death,
a violent diwenc, may revive in him o dis
mal appprehension thar all witl not end
welly nay. wothousand cieoumstanees iy
tear from bim by contidence, and leavs hin
ko Felix, o shake wni quake for tear

Bue, thirdly, bis quicy i< ohe more tatal, the
lews hiable it I8 Lo bodisturhed, tor it is m his
pereersity he has wearicd the wood Spirit, and
Crod mheda gver him avengineg darkne-s.  He
received not the vruth in the love ot ity and
tor this canse God has sent hine xironyg delg
sion, that he may beidove a By that he nay
be damned, becauss he had plearure in oy
l‘lghh'nuum--....

But, fonrthly, this case is fatal, for it must
end in anguish und de=puir Qur disbelt

* of the Word of God will not fulsity it. 1f a

man have swallowed poiron, his beliet that
it will not kill him does not produce safety ;
and it is awful, to stand and see the death
and conviction of a sinner come on at once.

Your denial of a resurrection and fature

judgment will not keep you in the grave, or
nmevent your appearance before the judg:
ment-seat of Christ.

Nouh preached righteousness to the old
world, but they derided him, and pursued
their pleasures, and knew not till the fluod
came, and swept them away. Just #0, when

the wicked are saying, “Peace and safety,

wudden destraction cometh upon them, and
bey shall not escape.” Bat,

2. We said some entertain false quiet,
‘hrough wvain contidence. Of this class of
men way tho boasting Pharisee: “God, 1
vhank thee that I am not as other men are,”
xe.  Of this class was Saul, who was * alive
without the law.” Of this class was the
Church of Laodicea, who thought themselves

ich, and increased in goods, aud knew not
vhey were mirerable, and poor, and blind,
wid naked. Nor are ruch characters rare
it the present day; they form a majority of
' congregations, and oppose the greatest
harriers to the success of our ministry, for
this confidence keeps them from secking
salvation. . Were it not for this shelter, they
would be induced to flee for refuge, to lay
nold on the hope set before thern. Knowing
the danger of this refuge of lies, ur Savior
«aith publicans and harlotsshall enter into the
kingdom of heaven betore them. Few vin-
licate open vice; and when we charge home
guilt upon the openly profune, we may suc-
ceed; but no weapon can penetrate this
self righteous cout of mail. Do we urge him
w flee approaching wrath? He is in no
danger. Do we press him to repent?! He
needs no repentance! Do we exhort him to
believe?  He congratulates himselt that he is
a believer. And O, how great will be his
surprise and regret, when, in the hight of
‘he storm, he first learns the weakmess of
his house!

3 But, thirdly, the fulsc peace of the
wicked arises from practical indifterence.

The class of men of whom I now speak are
not chargeable with ignorance of the truths
we teach. They know the Gospel in the-
ory, but never felt its power in their hearts.
They bave heard it from their infancy, and
are distinctly familiar with all its truths.
Chey applaud our doctrines; but they rhow
no more solicitude to obey the gospel than it
wo exhorted them to follow a cunningly-de-
vised fable. Their lite is a perpetual contra-
diction to their creed; they believe there is a
hell of endless wretchedness, yet tuke no
paing to avoid it; that there is a heaven of
cternal blesseduess, yot use no etforts to ob-
win it. I need not tell such that they are
not Christians; I necd not tell them what a
puradox they ure; I need not tell them what
v waste of means they have occasioned 3 |
need not tell them, above all others, they
may expect to be beaten with many suri ses,
tor they have known their Master's will, and
huve not done it.  Such are sermon proot.

A Bible has exhausted its ticasuries upon
you. It has, asic were, thrown heaven and
hell at your feet, and neither hus excited
you. Surely you have reason to apprehend
that such means, 5o long used in vain, will
ulways be uscless; surcly, you have cause to
tear that bell will be your portion.

From what has been said, we may learn
that the tranquillity of the wicked is decep-
tive and fulse. This David learned when faith
regained its empire in his heart; then he saw
them standing on slippery places.  low ure
they brought into desolation us in & moment;
they ure utterly consumed with terror: “A~
a dream, when one awaketh, so, O Lord
when thou awaketh, thou chaly despise their
image.”

It such be their condition, how should we
dread fulse security in religion! It precedes
awful surprise, “ Wo unto them that are at
case!”  And how should the minister of the

ospel surive to alurm  their fears, and
awaken their consciences.  How  serious
will it be 10 be reproached in eternity, by
the people of our charge, for an untaithtul
handling of the Word ot God, or for o man-
pleasing spirit ; which, rather than troublo a
sinner’s conscience, will let him go down to
cternal night, .

But what wo have said may bo considered
consoling to those who are troubled. With
downcast looks, you make your way toward
the better country; you have your ovit
things, like Luzarus, whils the rich and care-
tees have their good things.  But soon will
he, who appoiuts the mourner beauty for
ushes, appear in your behalt.— flarris.

0
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Conscience—What Is 1t?

Jeing neither an adept in, nor an amateur
of, metaphysical abstractions, my mind is
often coufused by the varied and contradic-
tory opinions that are entertained and pro-
mulged, relutive to subjects which, though
important in themselves, and, in their proper
applications, seem to be regarded, principally,
as material for the excercise ot the polenicul
propensities of the would be philvsuphers «f
the age. This unfortunately, has been, to
too great an extent, the sad futo of the sub.
jeet that heads this article.  And 1 must
confers that 1 have fonnd but little liyht shed
apon it from wsuch wources. Perhaps my
duarkmness results from my inability to con-
centrate the rays of hght emitted. IHow-
ever, [ hope that 7 shall not be “voted green”
becanse I make this ¢ humble confession ”,
nor yey be esteamed “pert” if I propose a
few common-sense ruggestions in the rame
Dr. Sun mers’ « New Contribu-
tor,” in the Jast Quarterly, gives us a scath-
ing review of the theory of the late Dr.
He certainly
handles the xophisms of the quondam Priuce

connection, !

Alexander upon this subject.

ton professor without gloves; and as cer-
tainly arrives at conclusions in perfect an-
tgonism to his. Yet, whie Thave no desire,
tnelination or intention to lead a forlorn hope
tndefvnse of this ¢ last production” of a de-
funet DD —unay, while I ignore nouch that
it proposes to teach—I must be permitted,
also, to demar to some of the argumentation
and many of the expressions of its roviewer.
Bat, not being ot ruflicient caliber to cope
"of the Quarter y,
I had, perbaps, better now proceed farther in
this divection

with the “heavy orduaned’

I propose, however, Mr. Edlitor, givirg
prblieaty to a few thoughts; provided that
my claims upon your good nature, ycur
prtiality for < literary fledglings” and your
torbearance toward those afllicted with tho
will justify their ad-

’

“cacocthes seribendi)

Einsion into the columus of the Advocuto.

In order to pev the subject fairly before
wa, I premise afew postulates:

Lat. There is a necessary, mutual and insep-
arable connection between tho thing we call
conscience and moral obligation. In other

words, when there is no moral obligation,
there is neither a demand nor a place for con-
science in many natures, either as a faculty,
or as the result of a concentration of facul-
ties. And, on the other hand, wherever
moral obligation does attach, there the dic-
tates of conscience are proportionately urgent;
provided, always, that those dictates have
not been stifled, and the conscience has not
been seared.

2d. The ground, and only ground of all
moral obligation is the revealed will of God.
Hence, where there is no revelaution there
can be no obligation, and, as a natural conse-
quence, no conscience to dictate that which
huas no existence in fact. Therefore, the
operations of conscience are dependent upon,
and in proportion to, the intensity of the light
of revelation.

3d. All theology, that finds its origin in
the Bible, bases not only the fact, but the
extent, of future rewards and punishments,
upon a regard or disregard of God's revealed
will daring our probationary state—i. e.,
future rewards and punishments will be pro-
portionate to a regard or disregard of moral
obligation. Hence, proportionate to a regard
or disregard of the dictates of conscience.

4th. Since, in all matters involving moral
obligation, conscience gives its sentence; and,
since that sentence is always given in the
light of revelation, and, since a regard or dis-
regard of that sentence is followed by a de-
cree of justification or condemnation, I think
we are authorized to pronounce its dictates
infallible.

These propositions, if not aziomatic, are,
by no means, problematical; but are, at least,
susceptible of the greatest possible amount, as
well as the highest concievable degree, of
demonstrative proofs. Keeping these before

our minds will serve to dissipate much of

the obscurity that, seemingly, hangs about
our leading question. In view of them, I
know not how I can better express my idea
of what conscience is than by re-afirming
the proposition, which, our reviewer says,
Dr. Alexander failed to prove, viz: “Con-
science is a universal and original, simple and
irresolvable faculty” of the soul. It is univer-
sal, because moral obligation, with which it
stands in such intimate relation, is universal.
And original, because there never was a pe-
riod in man’s existence at which he was free
from moral obligation.

Theremainingcharacteristicdemands more
of investigation, in order that its reasons may
alsoappear. Thereal question atissue here,as |
conceive, is not whether conscience is a simple
faculty, as distinguished from a compound
facalty. (This latter I consider an anomaly
in ethical philosophy). But, whether it is
fuculty at all, a8 distinguished from a passive
result—u mere “complex moral judgment,” pro-
nounced by the concurrence of certain faculties.
This being a fair statement of the issue in-
volved, the onus probandi rests upon the ad-
vocates of the “judgment theory ”—at least,
to this extent, viz: To show, lst. What
morul or mental faculties combine to con-
stitute or produce conscience. And 2d. By
what process it is formed, or evolved, fiom
these faculties. I opine that the crucible
and retort of mental analysis will have to
di cover somo new developments in ethical
philosophy, previous to the satisfartory solu-
tion of these problems.  Until they are thus
solved, it seems little better than gammon to
deny the substance of conscience as a simple
moral faculty. Moreover, it is denied that
any possible combination of any. or all, the
other tuculties of man’s moral or mental na-
ture can produce a result that will subserve
the end, or perform the work, which we, as
well as God Ahimself, assign to conscicnce.
By the premises already laid down, and by
the concurrent testimony of inspiration, we
tind that conscience is tho index of our moral
obligation fere, and the regard or disregard
ot ity monitions, the measure of our rewards
or punicshments hereafter. We further find
that its decisions, being passed in the light of
revelation, and in perfect unison with its
teachings, aro infallible—at least, it will be
admitted on all bands that it never leads
oncas ray. Its promptings are always good
Now, naturally, maw’s judgment is pervested,
his whole sensitive naturo is depraved, and his
will unsubdued.  How can any confirmation
ot these, or any part of these, produce a good
decision ot the soul?  “Who can bring a clean
thing out ot an unclean?” Again, we have
said that conscience is universal ; henco, its
dictates are, to some extent, universal.
Thoxe dictates aro gosd—always good ; there-
fore, they can have no vital dependence upon,
or conncction with, the above-named pow-
¢'s.  Nor is the question, here, whether
theso powers  affect the decisions of the
goul in matters ot conscience, but whether
they affect, by their concurrence, the
d-ctates of conscience, or, if you please, the
conscience itselt.  More than this, the very
ficulties designated as the “compound cause”
of conscience—o. g., an informed judgment,
refined emotions, a subdued will, &c., &c.,
not having a universal existence, and pre
vailing only where the dictates of conscience
have been obeyed, are we not authorized to
pronounced them the results, rather than tho
cause, of conscience ?

But this is long enough. I may say some-
thing more in future upon the province of
consiience. 1 close, for the present, with
this statement.  Conscicnce i3 an active
power of thoe soul, which, though lost in the

tull, is restored as the immediate fruit of the.

atonement. Ity councction with the atone-
ment provesits uncersality—this its original-
ity—and these, with their necessury surround-
ings and conuection, attest its simple and ir-
resolvable nature.
J. 1I. Pritcuerr.
Leavemworth, Ieb. 24th, 1860,

Resarks.——We insert the above with pleasure,
and will wait patiently for what else the writer muy
choose to ray on tho ruhject, and be glad to hear from
hun. But ull this is with the express understanding
that wo differ from the sbove in alniost every part;
and now nouty the reader that, when Bro. Pritchett
13 dvne, we will, unless some correspondent undertake
it. review tho ubove——caimly, respecttully, and kindly

his ¢ postulates,” which hé regards as almost axiom-
atic, are, a8 we believe, untenable. Still, we are glad
to publish the article. It evinces close, consecutive
thought, and, withal, is marked by no mean ability ;
and whatever we may hereafter say on the subject,
will be said only with a viezw te elicit truth.

In the meantime, we hop‘fpl Bro. P. will furnish us
with the views intimated aBove as early as practica-
ble. 'We know him too weﬂ to suppose for a moment
that he has any pride of opinion that would muke a
reepectable review of his article unacceptable to him;
on the contrary, he will be pleased with it. He seeks
for truth; and, if not possessed of it in any given case,
is willing to give up present opinions, and receive it,
come whence, or from whom, it may.—EDITOR.

Communications.
—oc—
For the 8t. Louis Christian Advocate.
The Local Preacher.

Methodism recognizes two classes of
preachers—the itinerant.or traveling preach-
ers, who are snpporté;‘d%iif“ the Church, and
the local preachers, who preach gratui-
tously.

Amongst the local preachers, there are
gentlemen of property, zv;ho are not in any
particular business. There are also mer
chants and manufacturers, soldiers, sailors,
storekeepers, craftsmen, and farmers, who
all, in their own language, according to the
ability which God has given them, ¢ declare
the wonderful works of God.” In the exer-
cise of their ministry some are “sons of
thunder ;” others, “sons of . consolation.” 1
rejoice that I have had the honor (for four
teen years) to be numbered among such
men. Now that I am otherwise employed,
brethren, “1 wish you good luck, in the
name of the Lord.”

But our objec. in this article is to call the
attention of the reader to an excuse, which
is often urged, for non-attendance on the
ministrations of local preachers, viz.: That,
“in consequence of their having to attend to
secular duties, they have but little leisure for
study ; and that, consequently, their sermons
can not have that careful preparation, and
abound with that instructive matter, which
is almost sure to be found in the ministra-
tions of those who are wholly given up to
the work.”

On the latter part of this excuse we may
remark, that the sermons of those wko have
all the advantages supposed to result from
entire devotedness to the work of the min.
istry, are not, invariably, remarkable for their
depth or fullness. But, as some one may
admonish us that “comparisons are odorous,”
we let that pass. .

As to the “study” which these excusers of
themselves suppose to be necessary, as a
preparation for pulpit exercises, much “de-
pends upon the nature of the study, and on
the capacity of tho student. A man of clear
perception and vigorous thought will com-
pass fur more, in a less space of time, with-
out any portion of foreign aid, than one dull
of apprehension and slow discernment, who
has “all the appliances and means, to boot.”

The late William Jay, of England, once
observed, that ¢ the dvugh of which some
arc composed seemed to have been kneaded
with laudanum, while that of others seemed
to be kneaded with quicksilver.” The preach-
ing of one is lively,pertinent, impressive and
instructive ; that of the other, dry, tedions,
unimpassioned, and unedifying. And it is
evident that much study does not, in all
cases, make a lively, an acceptable aud suc
cessful preacher.

But what is study? It is an exercise,
which does not, necessarily, require retire-
ment into a certain apartment, the walls of
which are covered with choice literature,
and the table well supplied with implements
for writing. Study is thought: to study is
to muse, to meditate, to think attentively,
to consider deeply, intensely. Retirement
into a room for this purpose, however desi-
rable it may be on occasions, is not neces-
sary, as a matter of course. (It it were,
some of us, who are circuit riders, would
come poorly on.) A man can think, and
think deeply, as he rides, as he walks, or ax
he works. Thero are many trades and call-
ings, especiully those that are manuul, which
occupy the thinking powers so lightly as to
lcave a2 man to exercise his intellect some.
what lurgely in referenco to other matters,
without in the least impairing his ability to
transuct successfully the ordinary business
of life. A working mar, who believes it to
be his duvy to preach the gospel, may, as he
plods his way to his daily toil, or as he exer-
cises his craft, fix his mind upon some pus.
sage of Scripture; may meditate upon it;
study it, think over it intenscly, and, by de-
grees, 8o arrango his thoughts, and make
them the outline of a sermon, as to be able,
were he called to it, even suddenly, to ad
dress an audience, with much comfort to
themselves, and greatly to their edification.

Samuel Drew, the Cornish Cobbler, was a
man of intense thought—a profound meta-
physician. e worked his way upwards,
till ho became a popular writer and a fine
editor. And where, and when, and how did
he study, while yet an humble local preacher?
In bis stall, while he was stitching, welting,
soling and heeling. He thought deoply;
and, us his thoughts occurred; he gave ex-
pression to them on dirty scraps of paper;
thesoe he bundled together; at night opened
them out av home, arranged them, and, in
duo time, gave them to the world in hand-
some octavo volumes,

William Williams, of England, with whom
the writer was well acquainted, was one of
the most popular preachers, in the Methodist
connection, in that country. e rarcly en-
tered a room for the purpose of studying.
He would fix upon some puassage of Scrip-
ture, as suitable for a sermon, and would
study it as he sat or walked, and would make
it the subject of conversation with any of
his brethren whom he might mect—-all the
time biting his nails, till he worked them
down to the very quick—and soon after-
wards preached, from the texts thus studied,
germons of a high class, which ho was very
tfrequently requested to publish, but which
he declared himself unable to do, in conse-

~und show wherein we fAink it erroneous. BSome 0| quence of his having not written a single

[ paratively unprofitable.

line. A curious anecdote, by the way, I am
able to relate, in connection with this
preacher’s mode of study. Walking, one
morning, with his friend and fellow-laborer,
Hugh Ransom, he said : « Well, Hugh, what
are you going to preach about next Sun-
day?” ¢I have hardly fixed,” was the re-
ply. “Well,” said Williams, « that’s a capi-
tal text, ¢ We fools counted His life madness,
and His end vithout honor, and so on.”
“ Very good,” said Huagh, “ but how would
you treat it?” Williams and he arranged a
plan—a skeleton, as it is termed—and. on
returning to the house they were visiting,
Hugh said: « Well, I must chain our thoughts
down upon paper; they are too good to be
lost; but, first, where 18 the text?” ¢« Ohb,in
‘Proverbs.” Proverbs, however, was searched
in vain. “Then it must be in Ecclesiastes.”
[t was not to be found in Ecclesiastes. At
last an old concordance was rammaged up,
and the words were traced to Ecclesiasticus;
bat, that being in the Apocraphy, an unca.
nonical book, their lubor thus far was lost, to
their mutual mortification.

But to return. We are anxious to remove
the prejudice, existing in the minds of many,
against the ministry of local preachers, on
the ground that, because they have not the
time avd means of study which circuit
preachers have, their sermons must, neces-
sarily, be crude and undigested, and com-
But study does not
always make a good preacher.

We hope we shall not be mistaken. TLet
none suppose, on the other hand, that we
are opposed to retirement—to reading—to
research—to laborious, diligent preparation
for the work of preaching. He who, whether
traveling or local preacher, has leisure for
study, and can retire to a room well fur-
nished with good commentaries, and other
useiul works, to which he can turn, to guide
his thoughts and enlarge his stock of Bibli-
cal knowledge, has great cause for thankful-
ness. Let him avail himself, to the utmost,
of these advantages. And let the brother
who is less favorably situated, continue to
think and study, as best he may, ever look.
ing up to “ the Father of Lights, who giveth
wisdom liberally, and without upbraiding.”
And let the hearers of the gospel, also, bear
these things in mind. Let them bo more
anxious to secure thoe he venly  trcusure,”
and less solicitous about the exact quality or
capacity of the «“earthen vessel,” remember-

ing that “the excellency of the power is of

God, and not of men.” Let them be more
careful to attend at the house of God, than
to ascertain whether they are to be addressed
by an itincrant or a local preacher.
E. H. H.
Gallatin, Feb. 23, 1860.

REMARRS.—We have nothing to urge specially
aguinst the above, unless it be that it, indirectly at
least, admits there are people who excuse themselves
from bearing some men preach, simply because they
are local preachers; and that is a thing so silly in
iteelf that we could hope no o .e could be found that
would do it. We have a tolerably extensive scquaint-
ance with Methodist preachers, traveling and local
and are free to say that, faking the whole, of boih
clusses, it is very problematical which, as a clase, ex
cels.  Persons mipht readily suppose the traveling
preachers, from the fact of their beng separated
from other work, and devoted to this, would excel ;
but facts do not so clearly justify the conclusion. To
read is one thing; to study, another; and we incline
to the opinion that, in general, the traveling preach-
ers read more, and study less, than the local.

Be that as it may, the Methodist Church owes to
the local preachers a debt she is not likely soon to
repay. That body have done much, and are still do-
ing much, to sustain her in. doctrine, discipline,
usage and influence.—EDITOR.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
St. Louis Conference Sunday School
Society.

It will be remembered by the members of
the St. Louis Conference, that at our last
session, in Independence, we organized a
Conference Sunday School Society, auxiliary
to the Sunday School Society of the Meth-
odist E. Church, South. The ohject of this
organization was to carry cut, within the
bounds of our Conference, the object of the
parent Society and of our General Conference,
viz: “Topromote the cause of Sunday Schouls
in connection with tho Mecthodist Episcopul
Church, South.”

Experienco and observation have satisfied
the councils of our Church, that special ob.
Jects and enterprises are best promoted by
special organizations. Mence we have ow
Missionary, Tract and Sunday School Soci-
eties within our Chureh.

But past experience has also satisfied us
that mere organizations will acomplish but

little, unless there is a hearty and general|

co-operation on the part of the preachers
who bave charge of the various circuits,
stations and missions within the bounds of
the Conference. To secure this general co-
operation is the object of this article.

Tho succees of the minister in promotirg
the permanent interests of the Church within
his charge, very much depends upon the in-
struction of children and youth in the great
doctrines and principles of the gospel. In
the economy of our Church, this bas been a
leading object from our earliest organization;
the Discipline insists upon it in the most
strenuous manner in every possible form; no
minister can excuse himeelf from the dis-
charge of this duty without doing violence to
the solemn vows he has taken upon him,
before God and his brethren, when he first
entered the traveling connection. It is hoped,
tberefore, that every member of our Confer-
enco wiil not only discharge his duty to-
wards the Cnurch, and the children and
youth within his charge, but do it according
to the plans and institutions of our Church.

Under our present organization, it is not
suflicient thut Sabbath Schools be organized
in our several charges, and at every preach-
ing place “where two children” can be gotten
together for that object, but it is our duty
to organizo a Sunday School S-ciety, under the
supervision and management of which its
interests shall be controlled and promoted.

The advantages of organizing a Sunday
School Society in each chiurge are many and
important; a few of which I will name:

1. When such an organization is had, and
all parts of our system are carried out, it pro-
duces harmony and system in all our great

fields of labor; under which the regular re- |

ports are made, and the parent Society is
able thereby, not only to managoe the whole,
but to present to tho Church at large the
precise state of our Sunday School work.

‘2. Such an organization embodies the co-
operation of a larger number of the members
of the Church in carrying forward the en-
terprise, and they are made to feel more
interest in the cause, and a greater respon-
sibility for its success.

8. It is the easiest way to raise funds for
cirrying on the operations of the Church, in
this branch of its great work. The annual
a-d life memberships will enable the school
to keep up large libraries, both for teachers
and scholars, and the members of the Society.

4. Under the auspices of the Society an
anniversary meeting should be held, in con:
nection with a pablic exhibition},of the Schodl,
when officers should be elected, and an an-
naal report should be read, which calls out
the people in large numbers, which can not
fail to promote the interests of the cause in
the minds of many, who would otherwise
take no interest in it.

5. When an organization is gotten up with
spirit, it will be found a very easy thing to
connect with it a circulating library, for the
benefit of the members of the Church and
congregation, wherchy large numbers of the
publications of our Church would be put
into the hands of the people, thus both ben-
efiting our publishing interests and the peo-
ple of our charge. . .

Supposing that .there may be many who
will gladly embark in this new feature of
our Church organizations, but who may be
at a loss for the form of a Constitution and
By Laws, for the government of such a Soci-
ety, I hereunto append a form for both, by
copying the Constitution and By-Laws of
the Sunday School Society of tho Indepen-
dence Station, which have been matured and
made as perfect as possible for the time it
has been in operation.

Under the operation of this system, our
school has doubled the number of its schol-
ars in two weeks after it was established. 1
ark special attention to the 4th section of
the By-Laws. When the provisions of this
section are faithfully carried out, success is
bound to follow. . ‘ :

As the President of the “St. Liouis Confer-
ence Sunday School Society,” I have felt that
1t was my duty to call tho attention of the
preachers and all others to this subject, in
the hope that they would take such action
in the premises as was right, that our Church
may not be disappointed at the end of the
year, in finding our Sunday School organiza-
tions, in this Conference, perfoct and complete.

I bave deluyed this communication to this
late period, for two reasons: 1. That® we
might have time to perfect our own organi-
zation here, and present it as a model to be
tollowed by others, as far as it might suit
them; and, 2. That as spring was approach-
ing it would suit many in the country to
organize, who could not so well do so in the
dead of the winter season.

It is earnestly hoped that all who have
not organized already will do so immediately.
Our form of Constitution and By-Laws wiil
be found below. B. T. Kavanavas.

Independence, Feb. 18, 1860.

CONSTITUTION UF THE INDEPENDENCE
SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCLETY,.

ArticLE 1. This Society shall be called the Inde- |

pendence Sunday School Sucicty of the M. E. Church,
South, and shull be auxiliary to the Sunday Schooi
Soctety of the St. Louis Conferenee Sunday School
Society.

ART. 2. The objects of this Society shall be to pro-
mote the cause of Sunday Schools within the bounds
of this city, and to establish u religious and family
ubrary tor the benefit of its members.

AxT. 3. Any person way becume a member of this
Suciety by paying the suw of one dollar in advance
uunuully, or a lifs member by paying the sum ot
ten douurs at one time. Porsous may be electod
hunorary members by the Bourd ot Officers and Man-
agers tor :uffi sient cause. '

ART. 4. 'U'he officers of this Society shall be a Pres-
ident, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and five
Managers; all of whom shall be elected annually, and
shall uold their office until their successors are chosen
A vacancy muay be filled by the Board ot Ufficers and
Managers uniii the vext election,  The Superintend
cut of the Subbuth School und the preacher in charge
shull be, ex officio, members of the Board.

ART. 8, Iushall bethe duty of the Bourd of Officers
and Managers to attend to the general interests oi
3unday Schools within the jurisdiction of this Soci-
ely; to form and maintain Sunday Schools in such
pluces as in their judgment are proper; to raise fund:
tur thuse objects; to make an annual report to the
Society and 1w the Conference Society ; to make by-
laws for their own government, and in every other
way promote the cause of Sunday Schools.

ART. 6. The funds of this Society shall be appro-
priated to the objects for which they are given.

ART. 7. The Secretary of this S ciety shall keep a
record of its proceedings; and the Treasurer shall col-
tect and keep the funds of the Society, subject to the
order of the Suciety.

ART. 8. There shall be an anniversary meeting of
this Society held on the second Saturday in May, iu
cach year, for the purpose ot electing oflicers and re-
celving reports of Committees, &c., and attending to
any vtber business appertaining to the objects of the
Suciety. .

ART 9. ThisSociety shall, by its Officers and Bfan-
agers, regulate the general munagement of the Sun
day Schools within this churge.

ARrr. 10. This Constitution may be altered or
amended at any regular meeting ot the Society by a
wmajority of the members presont.

BY-LAYWS OF THE 8. S. SOCIETY.

SEctioN 1. The stated meetings of the Officers and
Managers of the Independence Sunday School Soci-
ety shall be held in the preacher’s office of the M. E
Church, South, on the first Monday night of each
month, at which the teachers are invited to attend.

Sgc. 2. The President may call & meeting at any
time, and five members shull constitute a quorum to
do business.

Sikc. 8. Lt shall be the duty of tho President to ap-
point two Standing Committees—a Visiting Commit
tee, congisting of six persons, and a Cowmittee ob
the Library, consisting of five persons.

Skc. 4. 1t shall be the duty of the Society to divide
the city ot Independence into six districts, to each o.
which one of the Visiting Committee shall be as
sigued. and in order to induce all of the children of
suttuble ags to attend some Sabbath School, it thal:
be the duty of each member of the Visiting Commit-
tee to visit, once in fuur months, at leust, every fam-
ily in his or her respective district, und uscertuin and
report the following facts:

1. The number of fumilies in the district.

2. How muany children of suituble age are able to
attend Sabbath School ?

8. How many children do attend, and what school?

4. How mauny are willing to attend?

5. 11low many ure prevented by destitution ?

SkC 6. It shall be the duty of the Committee on
the Library to devise ways by which the finances o
the Society muy be increased; to report on suitabl
books for the Library: to acquire by purchase; to
solicit donations of money, books, mups, &e.; to have
u general supervision over the books, snd to make ..
quurterly report to the Beoard of Officers and Muann-
gers, and un annual report 10 the Suciety.

Skc 6 The Bourd of Officers and Managers shall
elect & Librarian annually, whose duty it shall be tu

take charge of the Library under such rules and reg-
ulations as shall be prescribed.

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.

Mr. Eprror: Will you.permit me to core
rect my worthy brother, ¢ Young America,’?
in one of his statements? I have no inclina-
tion to continue a discussion of any subject
through the columns of the Advocate, con-
trary to the editor’s wish. If I had, and
youa would permit it, I would show you, and
“Young America,” and the rest of mankind

that read the Advocate, that he is not able -

to take care of himself. But I need only
mention the point I wish to correct to make
this appear. A man who is able to take care
of himself in dobate, oral or written, will not
accuse his opponent of quoting as the lan-
guage of a writer what that writer does not
say, unless he Anows he is right.
“Young America” did accuse me of quoting,
as the language of the Discipline, s certsin-.
paragraph, whichhe (“Young America™)says

is nearly half not in the_Diseipline, when, in =

fact, it is every word there, on the identical
page to which I referred. So, I conclude
that he is so far from being able to “take
care of himself” that he is not even able to
avoid rendering himself ridiculous to all
well-informed readers. I wonder if he did
think there was a man in Missouri so green
as to quote as “ Disciplinary ” law what was

not in the book. If he did, he was wide of

the man when he guessed him to be
“ Orp Foagr.”

0 .
For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
American Centenary of Methodism in
_ St. Louis, Mo. .

MR. Epitor: The idea expressed in the
above was suggested in reading, in two or
three places, that the year 1860 was the
hundredth since the introduction of Method- -
ism in this Western World. In the first no-
tice of it read by me, there was a proposition
that the members of all the M. E. Churches
should, as Methodists, unite in the erection
of a national institution of learning, or some-
thing else that should tell, in subsequent
years, our attachment to the doctrines and
usages of that Church. As no other portion
of the Church has made a move in this
matter, will you permit one, who has, in the
providence of a good and gracious God, en-
joyed the privileges of that Church more than
half a century, to propose to you, and, by
you, to all those who are members of the M.
E. Church, South, in St. Louis, at an early
day to assemble in some house at some place,
to hold a centenary meeting, and then and
there to say how and what they will do, in
commemoration of that event.

It not suspected of interested motives, I
should propose the erection of a monument,
in the form of a house of God, on the lot at
the corner of Sixteenth and Walnut streets,
for the use of the Methodists in that part of
the city. .

I know not why ithe Methodists of St.:
Louis should not be the first to move in this-
work, for we are under as strong obligations
to remember the origin and progress of the
Church, and leave bebind us evidence of our
devotion to the cause of Christianity, as any
others on the broad earth.

HAvLr CENTURY.

We think the suggestion & good one, and heartily
¢« second the motion.” Our most cherished plan was
o have all the Methodists in the United States unite
and establish a University in Washington City, ¢n-
dowing it with not less than two millions of dollars;
but this might be done, and .a Church built in St. -

Louis besides.
Let the question be discussed.—EDITOR.

0]

Kor the St. Louis Advocate. .

Scraps of Thought and Sentiment.:
) BY FLETCHER.

Toars are the dew drops that water the
flowers of the heart; joy is the sunshine that
gives bloom and fragrance.

Mercy is the angel of peace, bearing the
flag of truce, and offering pardon to a world
of rebels.

Virtue is the mantle that adorns the soul;
honor the covering of the body.

Life is heaven’s richest boon if rightly
used ; its most fearful curse if neglected.

Sorrow gives vigor to the best graces of
the heart; but withers and blights the flowers
of worldly pleasure.

Persecution is the refining fire of heaven
to the true Christian; the consuming fire of
hell to the impenitent and unbelieving.

Joy is life’s sunshine, brighter after hav-
ing been obscured, and more beautiful amid
April showers. .

Envy is the poison of a corrupted heart,
fatal only to itselfl

Pray for your enemies, for self is often your
groatest enemy.

Selfishness is the least excusable of all our
gins; it fails of its own gratification, and.
casts a blight and curse upon the world.

Repent now, because now is the only timo
you can repent, '

A Tiear ReiN.—The Georgia Conference
of the Church, South, adopted the following
resolution among others:

“ Each presiding elder shall report the
number of sermons preached by him at his
quarterly meetings, and the number preached
at other times and places; the nuifber of
quarterly mectings held in his district during
the year, and the number he has presided
over; tho number of families visited by him
personally ; the number of times he has ad-
ministered the Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup-
per. Also, the number of Sabbath schools
ae has visited and encouraged with his pres-
ence and counsels.”

Admniral Duncan's address to the officers
vho camo on board hig ship fer instructions,
previous to the engagement with Admiral
le Winter, was both laconic and humorous:
* Gentlemen, you see & severo winter ap-
roaching: 1 have only to advise you to
keep up a good fire”

When you are elevated with reading a
work, and your mind i8 inspired with noblo
wd generous sentiments, seek not for any
sther rale to judge it by: it is good, and done
by a masterly hand.

Some of the comets, while at the greatest
distance from the suu, do not move as fast
us8 & man can walk.

But

DVOCATE.
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